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Exhibit Changes at Capitol Visitor Center 
 
WASHINGTON, DC – Terrie S. Rouse, CEO for Visitor Services at the U.S. Capitol Visitor Center, 
announced today that 50 different documents will be on display beginning April 13 in the Visitor 
Center’s Exhibition Hall.  The new documents will be on display through October 1, 2009. 
 
“Visitors old and young will appreciate the historic significance of many of these documents – for 
example, whether or not you were alive during World War II, there’s no question that seeing the actual 
legislation declaring war with Germany will have an impact,” said Rouse.  “The rotation of documents 
keeps our exhibit on Congress fresh – something that returning visitors will definitely appreciate.”  
 
The new items include the first draft of Senate Joint Resolution 119, a joint resolution adopted by the 
House and the Senate on December 11, 1941, declaring war against Germany.  This first draft of the 
resolution shows that the Senate used the previous declaration of war against Japan, S.J.Res. 116, as 
the basis of the document, and replaced references to “Japan” with “Germany.” 
 
The 1787 Constitutional Convention printed only two drafts of the Constitution for discussion.  The 
second draft, which will be on display at the Visitor Center, replaced a list of states with the phrase 
“We the People of the United States,” emphasizing that the national government represented the 
people rather than a coalition of states.   
 
As a junior congressman from Illinois in 1849, Abraham Lincoln drafted a bill to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. His proposal offered payment to slave owners and only emancipated children 
born after 1850. Lacking support for the bill, Lincoln abandoned it. In 1862, as President, he signed an 
act emancipating slaves in the nation’s capital.  On display are Lincoln’s original notes for the 
legislation. 
 
From another era, a list of supplies requisitioned by the famous explorer, Meriwether Lewis, also is on 
display.  Along with food, clothing, arms, ammunition, medicine, and other equipment, in June, 1803, 
Lewis requested gifts for the Indian nations that the explorer would encounter on the historic “Lewis 
and Clark” expedition in June, 1803.   
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These original documents are loaned to the Visitor Center from the National Archives and Records 
Administration and the Library of Congress. 
 
As the largest expansion of the U.S. Capitol, the Visitor Center provides numerous amenities to 
visitors.  Since opening on December 2, 2008, the Capitol Visitor Center has welcomed close to 
700,000 people wishing to visit the Capitol.  For more information about the Capitol Visitor Center, go 
to www.visitthecapitol.gov.      
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Editors Note:  2 attachments 

1. Photo of S.J.Res. 119 - Records of the U.S. Senate, National Archives and Records Administration, 
Washington, D.C. 
2.  Photo of Meriwether Lewis’ List of Supplies – Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General, 
National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


